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STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS 
Twentieth Report � ��Royalties for Regions� Policy� � Tabling 

Hon Giz Watson presented the twentieth report of the Standing Committee on Estimates in Financial Operations 
on the ��Royalties for Regions� Policy�, and on her motion it was resolved � 

That the report do lie upon the table and be printed. 

[See paper 765.] 

Statement by Chairperson 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [4.06 pm] � by leave: The committee has inquired into the 
royalties for regions policy to establish an understanding of the policy and its applications. In its inquiry, the 
committee was able to gain a basic understanding of the broad thrust of the policy and the operation of the 
royalties for regions fund. However, the committee was unable to develop a clear understanding of the policy, as 
no details were provided on the legislative framework, administration, or implementation of the policy. The 
committee learned that the administration framework, key performance indicators and reporting framework for 
the policy are still being developed. Substantial funding has already been allocated under the policy without 
these accountability measures being in place and prior to the completion of a legislative framework to govern the 
operation of the policy. The committee believes that it is important that the outcomes of the royalties for regions 
policy can be measured against the stated aims of the policy, and that the issues that prompted the development 
of the policy are being adequately addressed. The committee has not been able to ascertain what action the 
responsible agency is taking to ensure this. 

The committee believes that there will need to be greater transparency in the reporting of funding to the regions 
for the public to be able to monitor additional expenditure under the policy. The committee noted in its report 
that it is too early to determine what the impact of the policy will be on the state�s budget, and also what the 
operational impact of the policy will be on government agencies. The committee supports the intent of the 
royalties for regions policy of maintaining vibrant regional communities and the fair allocation of the state�s 
resources to those regions. The committee notes that the policy is still in the inception stage and believes it is 
essential that detail of the governance and accountability framework become evident early in the progress of 
implementation. The committee will continue to monitor the implementation of the policy. The committee 
recommends that the government give consideration to the issues raised in the committee�s comments and 
observations throughout the report. I commend the report to the house.  
 


